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Time Ordered New Testament 
 
 

Book/Letter Subtitle Author Date Audience 

Letter from James The Works of Faith James 
Half-Brother of Jesus ~ 45 A.D. Persecuted Christians 

After the stoning of Stephen 

Letter to Galatians Law vs. Grace Paul the Apostle ~ 49 A.D. Believers of Galatia 

Gospel of Matthew Jesus Christ: 
King of the Jews 

Matthew 
The Tax Collector ~ 50 A.D. Jews 

1st Letter to 
Thessalonians The Model Church Paul the Apostle ~ 52 A.D. Believers of Thessalonica 

2nd Letter to 
Thessalonians Day of the Lord Paul the Apostle ~ 52 A.D. Believers of Thessalonica 

1st Letter to 
Corinthians Spiritual Problems Paul the Apostle ~ 52 A.D. Believers of Corinth 

2nd Letter to 
Corinthians The Heart of Paul Paul the Apostle ~ 56 A.D. Believers of Corinth 

Letter to Romans The Gospel of God Paul the Apostle ~ 57 A.D. Believers in/around Rome 

Gospel of Luke Jesus Christ: 
Son of Man 

Luke 
The Physician ~ 60 A.D. Greeks & Theophilus 

Letter to Ephesians The Church, 
The Body of Christ Paul the Apostle ~ 60 A.D. Believers of Ephesus 

Letter to Colossians Christ, 
The Head of the Church Paul the Apostle ~ 60 A.D. Believers in Colosse 

Letter to Philemon A Letter Requesting 
Forgiveness Paul the Apostle ~ 60 A.D. To Philemon, Apphia, Archippus & 

church that meets in his house 

Letter to Philippians The Joy of 
Christian Unity Paul the Apostle ~ 61 A.D. Believers in Philippi 

Book of Acts History of the Church Luke 
The Physician ~ 60-62 A.D. Greeks & Theophilus 

1st Letter to Timothy The Pastor & 
His Church Paul the Apostle ~ 64 A.D. Timothy & 

the Believers of Ephesus 
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Book/Letter Subtitle Author Date Audience 

Letter to Titus The Pastor – Teacher Paul the Apostle ~ 63-65 A.D. Titus and the Believers at Crete 

Begins Emperor Nero’s Hostility Towards Christians 

1st Letter from Peter Submission in Suffering: 
Trials as a Result of the People 

Peter (Cephas) 
the Apostle ~ 63-65 A.D. Saved Jews in Asia Minor 

Letter from Jude Contend for the Faith Jude the Brother 
of James & Jesus ~ 65-80 A.D. Unidentified 

(Likely Similar to 2nd Peter) 

2nd Letter to Timothy Paul’s Last Will 
& Testament Paul the Apostle ~ 67 A.D. Timothy 

2nd Letter from Peter Growing in Grace Peter (Cephas) 
the Apostle ~ 67 A.D. Saved Jews in Asia Minor 

Letter to Hebrews A ‘Better’ Way Unknown 
(likely Barnabas) 

Before 
70 A.D. 

Unknown 
Likely Saved Jewish Believers 

Temple is Sacked & Destroyed by the Romans – 70 A.D. 

Gospel of Mark Jesus Christ: 
Servant of Jehovah (John) Mark ~ 70 A.D. Un-Evangelized 

Roman Audience 

John Exhiled to the Island of Patmos – All Other 11 Apostles Martyred at This Point 

Gospel of John Jesus Christ: 
Son of God 

John 
The Beloved Disciple ~ 90-95 A.D. The World 

1st Letter from John Intimacy with 
the Father 

John 
The Beloved Disciple ~ 90-95 A.D. Believers Still Alive 

2nd Letter from John Beware of 
Decievers 

John 
The Beloved Disciple ~ 90-95 A.D. Christian Woman/Mother 

(in Ephesus) 

3rd Letter from John Truth & 
Hospitality 

John 
The Beloved Disciple ~ 90-95 A.D. Gaius 

(Christian Friend in Ephesus) 

Book of Revelation Things to Come John 
The Beloved Disciple Late 95 A.D. 7 Churches of Asia Minor 

& All Mankind to Come 
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Intertestament Period 

Political Observations 
Cultural Observations 
Religious Observations 

 
 Explanation: The Intertestament Period is known as that timeframe between when the 
 Old Testament was finished and the time of the first New Testament writings.  It is 
 important for knowing this information in order to process the whens, whys and hows of 
 the 4 Gospels:  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, while similarly understanding what the 
 newly transformed Christians (i.e. Jews who accepted Christ) were going through in that 
 transition between Christ dying on the cross / rising from the grave, and the new body of 
 Christ (i.e. church body). 
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INTERTESTAMENT PERIOD 
 

Key Verse(s): ÒGod is orchestrating the world through the fullness of His time.Ó 
Genesis 3:15 - Psalm 16 - Isaiah 53 - Isaiah 61 - Micah 5:2 - Galatians 4:4 - Philippians 3 

 
POLITICAL OBSERVATIONS: 

Major Political Influence: Roman  -  Taxation 
 
 
Greeks 
 

  

 Designation of City States - Self-Contained 
- Paul had a strategy to reach 
the City States 

 Division of the Empire - 4 Generals 
 --- Ptolmaics    (318-198 B.C.) - Egypt & Jerusalem 
 --- Seleucids    (198-164 B.C.) - Fought to get Israel’s land 

- Attempted to get rid of 
Hebrew/Jew culture 

 --- Desecration of the Temple 
       (“Abomination of Desecration”) 
                                (167 B.C.)  

- Antiachus 
--- Killed pregnant Jewish 
women 

 
Maccabees & Hasmoneans 
 

164-163 B.C. Jews fight back 

 ÒGorillaÓ Warfare  
 Independence of Jews  
 Nationalistic Pride - Temple 
 Friends w/ Rome - Herod (King) felt they 

needed ÒhelpÓ from Romans 
 
Romans 
 

64 B.C. Romans didnÕt have to work 
that hard to take over the area 

 Taxation - Reason for census which 
brought Christ to Nazereth 

 Military Presence - All saw Military Barracks  
--- overshadowed north end of 
the Temple Mount 
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CULTURAL OBSERVATIONS: 
Major Cultural Influence:         Greek  –  Uniquely Expressive Language 

 
 
Greeks 
 

  

 Architecture - Beauty, structure, etc. 
 Philosophy & Education - Greek philosophers took on 

disciples 
 Theater & Games - Huge mental, physical and 

other influences on culture 
 --- Ispean Games - Corinth 

- Like Olympics today 
- Nude 

  - Pushed idea of “mass” 
entertainment 

 Uniquely Expressive 
                          Language 

- Most common 
- Trade language 

 --- Septuigent - Greek translated Old Test 
 
Maccabees & Hasmoneans 
 

  

 Hannukah - ÒFestival of LightsÓ 
- Victory over Seluciads and 
took back SolomonÕs temple 
- ÒFeast of DedicationÓ 

 
Romans 
 

  

 Roman Citizenship - Allowed travel thruout all 
Empire areas 
--- Explains PaulÕs journeys 
----- Paul & Silas both citizens 

 System of Roads - ÒAll roads lead to RomeÓ 
 Crucifixion - Romans only empire in 

history to institute Crucifixion 
  - Only non-Romans got this 
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RELIGIOUS OBSERVATIONS: 
Major Religous Influence:        Judaism – Religious Factions 

 
 
Judaism 
 

  

 Septuigent - Greek translated Old Test 
 Temple - In Jerusalem 
  - Known as ÒHerodÕs templeÓ 
  - All saw Temple Mount next 

to the Roman Barracks 
 --- Jewish Symbol - Pride 

- National Identity 
 Synagogues  
 --- Jewish place of worship 

away from temple for studying 
Scripture, public gathering, 
and some schools 

--- Reading of Scripture 
--- Singing of Songs of Praise 
--- Praying 

 Religious Factions  
 --- Helenists - Jews dropping Judaism to 

become like “Greeks” 
--- “Philosophy-Worshippers” 

 --- Pharisees - Added laws to that of the Old 
Test laws 
- Made sure people were 
following the rules 

 --- Sadducces - “Rational Thinkers” 
- Deny Resurrection, Angels 
and anything couldn’t be seen 

 --- Essenes - “Amish” of the day 
--- Isolated from other cities 
- Dead Sea Scrolls attributed 
from this culture sect 
- Very religious 
- No “fleshy” stuff 
--- Included marriage sex 

 Sanhedrin - Jewish ruling counsel 
- In Jerusalem 
- Pharisees & Sadducces 
- Created to avoid Roman 
wrath (Òself rulingÓ concept) 
- NOT able to do executions 
- Had own police force 
- Met everyday 
--- Except Sabbaths & feasts 
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The Gospel Accounts 

Matthew  “King of the Jews” 
Mark  “Servant of Jehovah” 
Luke  “Son of Man” 
John  “Son of God” 

 
 
 
Explanation: The Gospel Accounts were the only four written accounts of witnesses during the 
time Jesus was on the earth.  Other accounts such as the Gospel of Thomas or the Gospel of 
Judas came about in the 1st century, between 100 Ð 200 AD (i.e. after the death of those 
disciples), and therefore, are considered un-inspired writings, likely fabrications by the Gnostics 
during that timeframe. 
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The Gospel of Matthew 
“Jesus Christ: King of the Jews” 

 
AUTHOR:  Matthew (the ÒTax CollectorÓ)  DATE: ~ 50 A.D. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Jews 
 
 

KEY VERSE:  Matthew 2:2 (NET) 
“Where is the one who is born king of the Jews? 

For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
Who was was/is the “King of the Jews”? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Jesus Christ was and is the “King of the Jews”. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
Matthew, aiming for a Jewish audience, focuses the main attention of this rather lengthy 

narrative on the ministry of Jesus Christ that dealt with the major aspects of His role as the 
“King of the Jews”. 

 
This Gospel is known by the organization derived from the discourses that occur between Jesus 

and the other parties, including the opposing Pharisees, His disciples, the general public, etc.  
Overall, Matthew addressed six of JesusÕ major discourses throughout his Gospel.  Notice how 
much the idea of ÒKingÓ is noted throughout the Gospel, not only suggesting that Matthew felt 
Jesus was the ÒKingÓ but he thoroughly investigated every aspect of JesusÕ ministry on earth to 
provide a better picture of the proof for why the disciples knew Jesus is the ÒKing of  the JewsÓ. 

 
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Presentation of the King 1-4:11 The Coming, Announcement & Approval of the King  

Proclamation of the King 4:12-7:29 Background for the Sermon / Sermon on the Mount 

Power of the King 8:11-11:1 Demonstration & Delegation of the KingÕs Power 

KingÕs Progressive Rejection 11:2-16:12 Rejection Begins / Consequences of Rejection 

Prep for KingÕs Disciples 16:13-20:28 Revelation & Instruction in View of Rejection  

Presentation & Rejection 20:29-27:66 Blind Man Sees the King / Public & Nation View /  
King Rejects the Nation / 2nd Coming / KingÕs Passion 

Proof of the King 28:1-28:20 Empty Tomb / Appearance of Jesus / Great Commission /  
Bribery of the Soldiers by the Pharisees 
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 The Gospel of Mark 
“Jesus Christ: Servant of Jehovah” 

 
AUTHOR:  (John) Mark    DATE: ~ 70 A.D. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Romans - ÒUn-evangelized Roman AudienceÓ Ð Dr. Drullinger 
 

KEY VERSE:  Mark 10:45 (NET) 
“…for even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
Who was/is the “Servant of Jehovah”? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Jesus Christ was and is the “Servant of Jehovah”. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
While being focused on the audience of Roman Gentile base, this is a “fast-paced” 

narrative written by (John) Mark covered the ministry of Jesus Christ dealing with the 
major aspects of Jesus’ service to Jehovah (God). 

 
This narrative doesnÕt over-encumber the Roman Gentile audience with useless information, but 
rather focused on the most important aspects of the JesusÕ ministry as a servant, relative to the 

life perspective of a Roman Gentile.  
 
 

Omissions (when compared to other Gospels): 
Omission Importance Likely Reason for Omission 

Christmas Story Incarnation of Christ - Matthew/Luke written first, likely 
already handled issue 

- Wanted to talk about what Jesus 
did 

Genealogies Shows lineage of Christ - Romans didn’t care about the 
lineage of Christ 

Story of Lazarus - - 
 
 
“Glancing” References 

Reference Importance Likely Reason for “Glance” 
JesusÕ Baptism Baptism of Holy Spirit - Romans didn’t care 

JesusÕ Temptation  - Romans didn’t care 
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The Gospel of Luke 
“Jesus Christ: Son of Man” 

 
AUTHOR:  Luke “The Physican”   DATE: ~ 60 A.D. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Greeks Ð looking for ÒperfectÓ human specimen Ð Dr. Drullinger 
 

KEY VERSE:  Luke 2:52 (NET) 
“…and Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and with people.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

Who was/is the “Son of Man”? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
Jesus Christ was and is the “Son of Man”. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

While being focused on the audience of the Greeks eagerly searching for the “perfect” 
human specimen, this narrative written by Luke, is organized in chronological order, and 
attempts to explain the ministry of Jesus Christ dealing with the major aspects of Jesus’ 

role as the “Son of Man”, thus meaning, the perfect human being.   
 

The text shows that Jesus grew in wisdom, educationally, and in favor with God and man.  In 
doing so, LukeÕs perspective covered the whole gammit of JesusÕ humanity, including His ability 
to bleed, be emotional, His wisdom, learning capability, His social skills, and His spiritual life. 

 
Uniqueness: 

Unique Circumstance Importance Notes 
Written by a Gentile Luke / Acts only two books in 

the Bible written by a Gentile 
- 

Written to Greeks Greeks were searching for 
ÒperfectÓ human specimen 

- 

LukeÕs companionship w/ 
Paul the Apostle 

Luke supposedly was PaulÕs 
personal physician 

(Based on context clues thruout Acts 
and Paul’s epistles) 

Chronological Only time-oriented Gospel - 
ÒGreat InsertionÓ None of this material is in any 

of the other 3 Gospels 
Luke 9:51 – 19:10 

“Window of true humanity of who 
Christ was” – Dr. Drullinger 

Conception/Birth of  
John the Baptist 

- - 

Conception/Birth of  
Jesus Christ 

- The Gospel of Matthew does talk 
about the fears of Joseph. 

Info about JesusÕ Boyhood JesusÕ shocked the Bible 
ÒDoctorsÓ of His youth 

Barmitsfa – Rites of Passage 
--- Test of knowledge/Scriptures 
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 The Gospel of John 
“Jesus Christ: Son of God” 

 
AUTHOR:  John (Òthe Beloved DiscipleÓ)  DATE: ~ 90-95 A.D. 
 
AUDIENCE:  World 
 

KEY VERSE:  John 20:31 (NET) 
“…but these are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,  

and that by believing you may have life in His name.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
Who was/is the “Son of God”? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Jesus Christ was and is the “Son of God”. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
Being written at the end of the apostolic ministry, John, focused on the world as his 

audience, wrote his Gospel with the intention of clarifying who Jesus Christ was as the 
“Son of God” and His role as God in the Trinity through many signs and miracles that He 

performed throughout His ministry here on earth. 
 

The Gospel of John has a very small vocabulary as was seen in 1st, 2nd and 3rd John, which is 
likely the result of his prior life as a fishermen.  However, despite JohnÕs possible handicap, itÕs 
apparent that the truth about who Christ is can be revealed through such a person to the world. 

 
 

Uniqueness: 
Unique Circumstance Importance Notes 

Written by the 
ÒbelovedÓ disciple 

John held onto every word 
that Jesus said 

- 

Written to the World Applies to all audiences - 
Titles of Jesus Christ Many different clarifications 

on JesusÕ role as God 
“I AM” – John 4:25-26 / 6 / 18 

Teaching about Holy Spirit Vitally important for growth John 14-16 
JesusÕ ÒUpper RoomÓ 

Discourse 
JesusÕ final words to the 

disciples prior to His death 
John 13-17 

Groups of Sevens Clarifies JesusÕ role as God (see below chart) 
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The Gospel of John (continued) 
 
Groups of Sevens: 

7 Witnesses John the Baptist John 1:34 – Baptism 
 Nathaniel John 1:49 
 Peter John 6:69 

Acclaimed Christ’s Deity 
 Martha John 11:27 

Martha was a multi-tasker; not a 
word was lost 

 Thomas John 20:28 
“…my Lord, my God…” 

 John John 20:31 
“…Jesus is the Son of God…” 

 Jesus Christ John 10:36 
“I and My Father are One.” 

7 Miracles Water to Wine John 2:1-11 
Moses first – Water to blood 

 Healed NoblemanÕs Son John 4:46-54 
Healed son a long distance away 

 Healed lame man at pool John 5:1-9 
Man had been crippled for ~38 

years, since birth 
 Feeding of the 5,000 

(not including women and children) 
John 6:1-14 - Fed 5,000+;  

12 baskets left for 12 disciples  
 Walks on Water John 6:15-21 
 Heals a blind man John 9:1-41 

Blind since birth in womb (?) 
 Raising Lazarus from death John 11 

Had been dead for 4 days 
(3rd day decomposition sets in) 

7 ÒI AMÓs Bread John 6:35 
Focus on “believe” 

 Light John 8:21 – During Hannakuh 
“Festival of Lights” 

 Before Abraham John 8:58 – Fight over family 
lineage > “eternal life” 

 Good Shepherd John 10 – “Give up life” 
 Resurrection & Life John 11:25 
 Way, Truth & the Life John 14:6 
 True Vine John 15 – “Gives life” 

 
Omissions (when compared to other Gospels): 

Omission Importance Likely Reason for Omission 
Birth / Genealogies Incarnation of Christ - John claims Jesus’ “Son of God” – 

no reason for birth 
Few Miracles 

(includes no demon removals) 
- - Focused on most 

important/relevant 
Temptations Shows humanity of Christ - God can’t be tempted 

Transfiguration GodÕs glory shines thru - Not necessary for Gospel 
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The Acts of the Apostles & Journey Epistle Timeframe 

Acts  “History of the Church” 
James  “The Words of the Faith” 
Galatians  “Law vs. Grace” 
1st Thessalonians “The Model Church” 
2nd Thessalonians “Day of the Lord” 
1st Corinthians “Spiritual Problems” (x18) 
2nd Corinthians “The Heart of Paul” 
Romans  “The Gospel of God” 

 
 

Explanation: These books/letters were all written between the timeframes of the acts of the 
apostles after Christ ascended into Heaven (see Acts 2). 
 
NOTE:  “Epistle” refers to letters written by the apostles to aid the local churches.  Usually 
letters were encouraged to be circulated amongst the other churches, mainly because many of 
the issues applied to multiple congregations.  This is significant because when many people 
claim that there was inconsistency in God’s Word in the New Testament, they don’t account for 
the duplications of these letters that were made, and how when combined, the records state the 
same things in the same language (Greek), even when those letters that were translated into 
other languages, specifically Latin, Syriac (Syria/Persia) and Coptic (Egyptian). 
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Acts 
“History of the Church” 

 
AUTHOR:  Luke “The Physician”   DATE: ~ 60-62 A.D. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Greeks Ð looking for ÒperfectÓ human specimen Ð Dr. Drullinger 

É and ÒÉ most excellent TheophilusÉ Ó (Luke 1:1 Ð NET) 
 

KEY VERSE:  Acts 1:8 (NET) 
“…but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the earth.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
How did the original Church of Christ form? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

The Book of Acts reports the beginning and history of the Church of Christ. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
While being focused on the audience of the Greeks eagerly searching for the “perfect” 

human specimen, and the “…most excellent Theophilus…” (Luke 1:1 - NET), Luke 
organized this narrative in chronological order attempting to explain the beginning of the 
history of Church and the Church age, starting with the end of Jesus’ ministry on earth, 

and ending with the final parts of Paul’s first Roman imprisonment in Ephesus.  
 
Though ultimately focused on the acts of all the apostles, this book appears to center around two 

main characters: Peter & Paul.  Included in this book is PaulÕs 1st, 2nd and 3rd missionary 
journeys, which cover (in order) the epistle of James, Galatians, 1st & 2nd Thessalonians, 1st & 2nd 
Corinthians and Romans.  Since Acts includes up through PaulÕs first Roman imprisonment, this 

time period likely also includes (in order) Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians & Philemon.   
  
 

Acts: The Book of Transition 
Acts 2 Ð Law Acts 28 Ð Grace 

Acts 15 - ÒÉ is it right to put Mosaic Law on Gentile nation?      É No.Ó 
Israel World 

Jerusalem Samaritans & Uttermost Empire 
Gospel of the Kingdom Gospel of Grace 

“God’s not building His Kingdom,  
He’s building His church.” – Dr. Drullinger 

Kingdom Body / Church 
Christ on Earth Christ in Heaven 

Holy Spirit (Old Test) 
(controlled from outside) 

Holy Spirit (New Test) 
(filled from the inside – persistent – consistent) 
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 James 
“The Works of the Faith” 

 
AUTHOR:  James, the half-brother of Jesus  DATE: ~ 45 A.D. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Persecuted Christians Ð those dispersed (forced out) after the stoning of Stephen 

 
KEY VERSE:  James 1:22 (NET) 

“…But be sure you live out the message  
and do not merely listen to it and so deceive yourselves.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

What is important about a Christian’s Faith vs. Works? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
1) Faith Saves  2) “Faith without Works is dead.” 

 
BIG IDEA: 

While being focused on the persecuted Christian believers that had been forced out of 
Jerusalem as a result of the stoning of Stephen, James seeks to explain the necessary 
“works” of the faith through an explanation, exhibition, expressions, etc. of the faith, 
covering a multitude of “faith through works” topics both through blatantly negative 

examples and how to deal with those issues from positive Christian standpoint, rightfully 
earning it the proverbial name of “The Proverbs of the New Testament”.  

 
Though Martin Luther had doubts about whether or not this book should have been canonized 

into the New Testament because it pushes ÒworksÓ so much, itÕs vital to understand that though 
James pushes the ÒworksÓ issue so hard, he does it in light of the faith in Jesus Christ, calling out 
those who came to the faith as a result of ChristÕs sacrifice, but have not legitimately used their 
faith in the ways it was intended, but rather they chose to exploit the faith for their own personal 

gain.  James confronts those issues, and lays on the line what to do about those problems.   
 
  

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapter 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Examination of Faith 1 Trials / Temptation / Testimony 
Exhibition of Faith 2 Acceptance / Actions 

Expressions of Faith 3 Works (Positive/Negative) / Wisdom 
Exploitation of Faith 4 Not Pleasure / Planning w/o God 
Exigencies of Faith 5 Pride / Patience / Persistence / Penitence 
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 Galatians 
“Law vs. Grace” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)  DATE: ~ 49 A.D. 
          (Paul’s 1st Epistle) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Galatian believers Ð those established on PaulÕs 1st missionary journey 
      “Babes in Christ” – Dr. Drullinger 

 
KEY VERSE:  Galatians 5:1 (NET) 
“…for freedom Christ has set us free.  

Stand firm, then, and do not be subject again to the yoke of slavery.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
How does Grace measure up to the Law? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

The law was helpless because it just demanding behaviors; Grace provided a means for 
following the laws put into place through the love and sacrifice of God’s Son. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to a Gentile audience of new believers in Galatia, seeks to explain the 
necessary role of the Old Testament in law in light of Christ’s sacrifice of love, thus 
bringing into understanding the important role of God’s grace in abiding by laws. 

 
Based on the evidence that Paul never mentioned in the epistle to the Galatians a ÒletterÓ that 
discussed the lack of focus on Mosiac Law for the Gentile Christian believers (Acts 15), it is 

quite likely that Paul wrote this to confront legitimate issues regarding people that were 
questioning PaulÕs authority prior to the Jerusalem Counsel that took place in Jerusalem (Acts 

15).  In this letter, Paul very respectfully confronts relatively new believers regarding his 
authority as an apostle through his testimony and his acceptance among the apostles. 

 
PaulÕs explanation for the importance of focusing on grace is vital in this letter confronting the 

Òlaw-pushersÓ of the day, implementing the understanding that the law isnÕt what saves, but 
rather the grace of God through His SonÕs sacrifice on the cross.  In the process, Paul also 

establishes a very excellent picture of GodÕs character while defining the roles of the believer. 
 

  
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Defense of PaulÕs Authority 1-2 PaulÕs Rebuke / Testimony / Acceptance 
Distinctions of Law & Grace 3-4 Purpose of Law / Privileges of Grace 

Definition of Grace 5-6 Liberty / Love 
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1st Thessalonians 
“The Model Church” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)  DATE: ~ 52 A.D. 
          (2nd Missionary Journey) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Thessalonian believers 

 
KEY VERSE:  1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (NET) 

“We thank God always for all of you as we mention you constantly in our prayers,  
because we recall in the presence of our God and Father your work of faith 

and labor of love and endurance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
What does a Model Church look like? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

As Paul points out, the Thessalonians did an excellent job at showing what a model church 
looks like even though they still had some growing to do. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to an audience of mature believers he helped established on his 2nd missionary 
journey in Thessolonica, seeks to encourage the believers in what he has discovered 

regarding their tremendous faith and works in love, while expressing his concern for their 
views of present suffering and giving them some pointers on how to grow in spiritual 

maturity while also explaining the “Day of the Lord”.  
 

The Thessalonians were best described as a mature set of believers that took the faith and ran 
with it.  PaulÕs comments in 1 Thess 1:8a show that Paul had received word of their excellent 
Òfaith through worksÓ and felt it necessary to encourage them to continue to pursue that road.  
ItÕs important to note that no doctrinal problems were discussed in this letter, but rather just 

encouragement and direction for the future. 
 

At the time, the believers had the distinct impression they were going to be around until JesusÕ 
second coming.  The death of some of the believers likely concerned Paul, and he chose to 

address that issue in this epistle.  However, as this was again clarified in 2nd Thessalonians, it is 
likely that either the message from Paul was not clear to the Thessalonians, or that the believers 
latched on to Òcleverly concocted fablesÓ (ref: 2 Peter 1:16a) regarding the ÒDay of the LordÓ.   

  
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Reflections on the ThessÕ 1-3 Commendation / TimothyÕs Help 
Instructions for the ThessÕ 4-5 Direction / Revelation / Instructions for Holy Living 
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2nd Thessalonians 
“Day of the Lord” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)  DATE: ~ 52 A.D. 
                         (2nd Missionary Journey - months after 1 Thessalonians) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Thessalonian believers 

 
KEY VERSE:  2 Thessalonians 2:15 (NET) 

“Therefore, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold on to the traditions that we taught you, 
whether by speech or by letter.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

What is the “Day of the Lord”? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
As Paul points out, the “Day of the Lord” was the 2nd coming of Jesus Christ. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to an audience of mature believers he helped established on his 2nd missionary 
journey in Thessolonica, seeks to clarify a problem the believers are having regarding the 

topic of the “Day of the Lord” (or in the Greek ‘parousia’), while again expressing his 
concern for their views of present suffering and giving them some pointers on how to grow 
in spiritual maturity while confronting issues regarding their physical or rational-sounding 

arguments in light of their recent onset laziness since his last epistle to them. 
 

At the time, the believers had the distinct impression they were going to be around until JesusÕ 
second coming.  The death of some of the believers likely concerned Paul, and was the case in 
his first epistle to this audience, he chose to re-address an issue of confusion, this time a little 
more indepth.  However, many of the believers had actually quit working, and this concerning 

Paul greatly, addressed this issue and coined the phrase, ÒÉ if you donÕt work, you donÕt eatÉ Ó 
(1 Thess 3:10).  The Thessalonians misconception of the ÒDay of the LordÓ had definitely 
become a problem in the outpouring of their faith as described in PaulÕs 1st epistle to this 

particular audience.  Now, Paul is following up.  
  

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Commendation for Suffering 1 Thanksgiving / Encouragement / Prayer 

Counsel for Unsettledness 2-3:5 ÒDay of the LordÓ 
Confrontation of Laziness 3:6-18 ÒÉ if you donÕt work, you donÕt eatÉ Ó 
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1st Corinthians 
“Spiritual Problems” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)         DATE: ~ 52 A.D. 
                                                 (3rd Missionary Journey – in Ephesus) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Corinthian believers 

 
KEY VERSE:  1 Corinthian 1:10 (NET) 

“I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to agree together, to end 
your divisions, and to be united by the same mind and purpose.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

How many spiritual problems did Paul need to confront in 1st Corinthians? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
Paul confronted 18 different spiritual problems in 1st Corinthians alone. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to an audience of rather carnal believers living rather worldly lives in a pretty 
“bad” part of the known world, to which helped established this congregation on his 2nd 
missionary journey in Corinth, sought to deal with a whole slew of sinful problems (18 
different spiritual problems in all) as a result of this important area seaport that were 

brought to Paul’s attention as a result of caring believers within that community. 
 

There were three separate correspondences Paul was trying to answer for the church of Corinth 
that took place within this epistle.  And, since the congregation was so carnal and worldly, it 

seems as though Paul has an endless barrage of problems regarding Corinth.  Note, though, that 
Paul still considers them believers, and really, this letter should be looked at as a Ôvelvet covered 

brickÕ (Dr. Drullinger), as this congregation needed to be confronted boldly and lovingly.  
  

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Answer to ChloeÕs Report 1-4 Symptoms / Cause / Instruction / Warning 

Problem of Immorality 5,  
6:12-18 

Sexual immorality is not an option for believers / 
Until the church confronts, problem will continue to stagger 

Problems w/ Litigation 6:1-11 Everybody was sue-ing one another over minor matters and it 
was setting a bad example for the community. 

Response to Corinthian Letter 7:1-
14:40 

Marriage / Liberty / Worship / Ministry 

Response to Doctrinal 
Difficulties 

15 Christ rose bodily from the grave 

Personal Stewardship 16:1-4 Consistent, proportionate giving 
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2nd Corinthians 
“The Heart of Paul” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)         DATE: ~ 56 A.D. 
                                                 (3rd Missionary Journey – in Ephesus) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Corinthian believers 

 
KEY VERSE:  2 Corinthian 12:15 (NET) 

“For we are a sweet aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved  
and among those who are perishing.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

How did the Corinthians Respond to Paul’s 1st Epistle to Them? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
Paul’s attitude in 2nd Corinthians portrays an understanding that the Corinthians likely 

heeded the words of his first epistle to them, and now they need more help. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
Paul, writing to an audience of rather carnal believers who were living rather worldly lives 
in a pretty “bad” part of the known world, sought to encourage the Corinthian believers in 
how to deal with the restoration of a believer they’ve been called to discipline, meanwhile 
trying to address the important issues of Christian giving and yet again further clarify an 

understanding for Paul’s authority as an Apostle. 
 

Unlike his first epistle to the Corinthians, Paul seems much more sympathetic toward the 
Corinthians in his second epistle, as his deep concern is shown in his willingness to become 

autobiographical about his faith.  This letter appears very cautious to harp on issues that he likely 
left for the Holy Spirit to work in the heart of the Corinthian believers.  Unlike the Ôvelvet 

covered brickÕ (Dr. Drullinger) thrown in 1st Corinthians, this second epistle is more of a Òsilk 
scarfÓ (Dr.) that Paul has placed carefully in their hands, likely reflecting what his words in 

Galatians 6:1-5 state when confronting brothers/sisters in Christ with a Òspirit of gentlenessÓ.  
This congregation was confronted boldly and lovingly in both letters, and the effects from the 

first letter likely carried over to their willingness to pursue righteousness and discipline-focus as 
this second epistle reveals.  Also note that Paul provides little doctrinal push in this letter.  

 
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Explanation of Ministry 1-7 Comfort / Counsel / Confidence / Commitment / Concern 

Personal Teaching 8-9 Consistent/Gracious/Generous/Glad/Grateful Giving 

Personal Defense 10-12:10 PaulÕs Appointment/Opponents/Sufferings 

Personal Concern 12:11-13:14 PaulÕs Love/Sorrow/Warning for the Corinthians 
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Romans 
“The Gospel of God” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)                DATE: ~ 57 A.D. 
                                        (End of 3rd Missionary Journey – in Corinth) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Roman believers   (Not established by Paul.  Likely established by converts   

from the Pentacost experience - Acts 2) 
 

KEY VERSE:  Romans 1:16-17 (NET) 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For the righteousness of God is revealed in the 
gospel from faith to faith, just as it is written, ‘The righteous by faith will live.’” (ref: Hab 2:4) 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

What exactly is the Gospel according to God? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
The Gospel of God surrounds around that man was sinful, that both man and Israel 

needed redemption for their sins, that redemption has been accomplished, and that the true 
believers that accept this Truth will work to bring about that Gospel of God. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to an audience living in a very sophisticated, educated and philosophical, yet 
idolatrous and sinful culture, sought to define what exactly the “Gospel of God” was in 

light of both General and Special Revelation for both the Gentile and Jewish nations and 
where God has come with his “Gospel” in the past, present and future, thus concluding 

with the ultimate responsibilities of the believer to being granted access to this information. 
 

ÒThe book of Romans pulsates with Paul wanting to share the love of Christ with the Romans.Ó 
(Dr. Drullinger)  Paul eagerly sought an avenue to reach the Romans with the Gospel of God.  Be 
it that Paul was a Roman citizen, it is quite likely that Paul had a bit of pride about the capital of 
Rome and as such likely derived a huge sense of love in his heart regarding this congregationÕs 

city.  Doctrinally, Romans is huge in that PaulÕs clear explanation of General & Special 
Revelation and Justification, Santification & Glorification all set a clear path for where and how 

to share the Gospel with such a sophisticated culture like the city of Rome.  
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
ManÕs Depravity 1-3:20 General Revelation / Special Revelation 

Redemption of Man 3:21-8:39 Justification / Sanctification 

IsraelÕs Reconciliation 9-11 Past / Present / Future 

BelieverÕs Responsibility 12-16 Sacrifice / Service / Submission / Strengthening Weaker Bros 
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Prison Epistles    (Paul’s Letters while in Prison) 
 Ephesians  “The Church, the Body of Christ” 

Philippians “The Joy of Christian Unity” 
Colossians  “Christ, the Head of the Church” 
Philemon  “A Letter Requesting Forgiveness” 

 
Explanation: These letters were written by Paul the apostle during his 1st imprisonment, I 
believe when he was under house arrest (see the end of Acts).  These are significant because they 
address many of PaulÕs heart conditions while he was imprisoned, and how he desperately 
desired to be with those believers, but could not. 
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Ephesians 
“The Church, the Body of Christ” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)               DATE: ~ 60 A.D. 
                                                       (During 1st Roman imprisonment) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Ephesian believers   (Established on 3rd missionary journey) 

 
KEY VERSE:  Ephesians 2:8-10 (NET) 

“For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; it 
is not from works, so that no one can boast.  For we are His workmanship, having been created 

in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we may do them.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
What are the Responsibilities of ‘The Church, the Body of Christ’? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Worship & obedience are at the core of a Christians responsibilities in the church. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
Paul, writing to an audience living in an idolatrous and sinful culture, sought to define 

what exactly the responsibilities of a Christian in reference to worship and obedience while 
applying the Truth in a way that the believers life resembles a life meaningfully saved and 

prepared for the accomplishment of the Gospel of God. 
 

The Ephesian believers were in a very paganistic society, mainly focused on the worship of the 
Goddess Diana (Artemis).  This culture was driven by economic influence of tourism, as the 

statue of Diana was a major tourist attraction that everyone from the ÒknownÓ world was aware 
of at the time.  In Ecclesiastes 13, the most important relationship for the creation is the Creator.  

This problem in Ephesus was an excellent representation of an entire world caught in the 
misunderstanding that a rock and ideal can replace a living God.  As such, when Paul preached 
the word in Ephesus, word got out that Paul was preaching against Diana, and the entire city 

rioted (Acts 19:23-41).  So, this letter mainly focuses on the practical application of the Gospel, 
encompassing a wholistic approach to worship that follows obedience as an act of worship.  The 
sheer act of obedience in service to one another becomes an act of worship to that ÒlivingÓ God.  

 
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Priority of Worship 1-3 GodÕs Glory & Grace 

Objectives of Obedience 4:1-32 Unity / Maturity / Purity 

Opportunities for Obedience 5:1-6:9 Church / Community / Circumstances / Home / Workplace 

Operative of Obedience 5:18-21 Influence of the Holy Spirit / Attitude of the Believer 

Opponent(s) of Obedience 6:10-20 ÒThe AssaultÓ / ÒThe ArmorÓ 
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Philippians 
“The Joy of Christian Unity” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)               DATE: ~ 61 A.D. 
                                                       (During 1st Roman imprisonment) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Philippian believers   (Established on 2nd missionary journey) 

 
KEY VERSE:  Philippians 2:5 (NET) 

“…You should have the same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had…” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
How does a church body come together in unity? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Christian unity comes from the willingness to accept adversity and be humbled all the 
while avidly attempting to grow in the pursuit of maturity through God’s help. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to a congregation struggling with two women who are separating the church 
in Philippi, sought to assist these believers in a proper understanding of the importance 
and joy regarding adversity and differences, all the while instilling the vital principles of 

individual humility through an avid attempt to grow individually and corporately in 
pursuit of maturity through God’s guidance and the human examples set by  

Christ Himself, Timothy and Epaphroditus. 
 

Philippi was a military stronghold on the northern edge of the Roman Empire, which naturally 
brought with it a hodge-podge of different cultures, including the Roman, Jewish, heathan and 
native cultures.  And, unlike Corinth or Ephesus, which were both major sources of commerce, 
Philippi was a rather stagnant location.  As such, this culture didnÕt have the huge problems that 
occurred in the other major metropolitan areas.  However, as is normally the case with small or 

secluded churches, gossip runs rapid as the sinful nature seeks to find something new and 
exciting, and that quite likely led to the uptake in fights and quarrels in Philippi.  Despite this 

fact, though, Paul attempts to keep the believers focused on the examples set before them.  Paul 
even provides his own testimony, to include making the bold comment,  

ÒÉ IÕve learned to be content in any circumstanceÉ Ó (Philippians 4:11 Ð NET) 
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Joy in Adversity / Ministry 1 PaulÕs Partners & Antagonists  

Joy of Humlity 1:19-2:30 Understanding Real Potential / Real Life Examples 

Joy of Maturity 3 PaulÕs Testimony / ÒTake a Step ForwardÓ 

Joy & Unity 4 Loving People / Trusting God / Thinking Right 
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Colossians 
“Christ, the Head of the Church” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)               DATE: ~ 60 A.D. 
                                                       (During 1st Roman imprisonment) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Colossian & Laodecian believers   (The Colossian church was not established by 
                                                                    Paul but likely through Ephesian converts from the Pentacost experience) 

 
KEY VERSE:  Colossians 1:8 (NET) 

“…who also told us of your love in the Spirit…” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
Who exactly is the “Head of the Church”? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Proper understanding from the creation of the world through the redemption of the world 
shows that Christ is clearly the “Head of the Church”. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to a congregation struggling with a huge conglomeration of “unusual” 
religions, sought to clarify Jesus Christ’s role as “Head of the Church” through a well put 
together argument encompassing Christ in the creation and redemption of the world, all 

the while instilling the vital principles every individual Christian should make in their 
attempts to grow in pursuit of spiritual maturity through God’s guidance, while setting the 

example through Paul’s forgiveness of Barnabus and Mark. 
 

Colosse was very eclectic religion-wise as it seemed to welcome ÒnewÓ religions.  This made a 
hodge-podge of ÒunusualÓ religions ranging from Mysticism to early Gnosticism, all the while 

mixing in parts of Esseneism, traditional Judaism and parts of Christianity.  This caused a whole 
slew of problems as a majority of the attitude was to accept questionable religions that really 

have no real merit to easily prove or disprove. Gnosticism in early times did not have a definite 
form, Paul was likely unaware of its damaging effects on the idea of accepting ÒknowledgeÓ (or 

Greek ÒepignosisÓ) as a sufficient method to be saved.  This eclectic attitude was not only 
problematic, but left Paul with only the epistle of Colossians to try to explain the abstract 

concept of ChristÕs deity and humanity while establishing ChristÕs role as the head of the church. 
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Prayers of Paul 1:1-14 Thanks to God / Prayer for the Colossians 

Preaching of Paul 1:15-29 ChristÕs Position in the Creation/Church / Proclamation 

Perseverance of Believers 2:1-4:6 Faith / Freedom / Faithfulness 

PaulÕs Forgiveness 4:7-18 Barnabus & Mark 
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Philemon 
“A Letter Requesting Forgiveness” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)               DATE: ~ 60 A.D. 
                                                       (During 1st Roman imprisonment) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Philemon, Apphia, Archippus & the church that meets in his house 

 
KEY VERSE:  Philemon 17-18 (NET) 

“…therefore, if you regard me as a partner, accept him as you would me. Now if he has 
defrauded you of anything or owes you anything, charge what he owes to me.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

As an authority figure overseeing many churches, how do you diplomatically appeal to 
another church leader to forgive another man’s debts? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Paul’s example shows that in order to plead for another man’s forgiveness is a very 
awkward, diplomatic process that involves not only knowing the man you’re asking to 

forgive, but also being willing to stand in the place of the indebted servant to be forgiven. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
Paul, more specifically to Philemon than anyone else, sought to plead for the life of 

Onesemus, Philemon’s indebted servant, through the awkward, diplomatic process of using 
what he already knew and investigated about Philemon’s character in addition to the 

research he accomplished through the heart displayed by Onesemus while he was in prison, 
in order to plead for Onesemus’ release or Paul’s substitution for him, all the while leaving 

the decision in Philemon’s court to decide rather than forcing him to do the right thing. 
 

Interestingly enough, Paul never uses the term ÒforgiveÓ anywhere in the epistle to Philemon, 
which shows on multiple levels that the concept of forgiveness can be understood through action 
and intent almost better than any phrase, ÒPlease forgive me,Ó can account for.  Not to mention, 
Paul was willing to stand behind another manÕs servitude of indebtedness just so that man could 
continue to work for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  With this epistle being circulated to Philemon 

with the epistle of Colossians, it is quite likely that Philemon was not the only one that saw 
PaulÕs willingness to abolish that indebtedness.  Paul meant it, & the surrounding churches felt it.  
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
PaulÕs Greeting 1-3 Same as epistle to the Colossians 

PaulÕs Commendation 4-7 Same as epistle to the Colossians 

PaulÕs Appeal for Onesemus 8-20 Pleaded for OnesemusÕ release / Left up to Philemon to decide 

PaulÕs Plans 21-25 Plans to visit Philemon & the church in his house 
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Pastoral Epistles    (Paul’s Letters to Pastors) 

1st Timothy “The Pastor & His Church” 
2nd Timothy “Paul’s Last Will & Testament” 
Titus  “The Pastor – Teacher” 

 
 
Explanation: These letters were said to be written around the same timeframe in one of PaulÕs 
follow-on imprisonments.  Though itÕs unknown which ones, 2nd Timothy reveals PaulÕs 
acceptance of his end to come, suggesting a more personal and heartfelt cry on the part of Paul to 
Timothy to reach out in PaulÕs passing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Brief Synopsis of the New Testament                                                                                                                                              by: Nick Gray 

31 

 1st Timothy 
“The Pastor & His Church” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)      DATE: ~ 64 A.D. 
                                              (Between 1st & 2nd Roman imprisonment) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Timothy & the Ephesian believers   (Established on 3rd missionary journey) 

 
KEY VERSE:  1 Timothy 3:15 (NET) 

“…in case I am delayed, to let you know how people ought to conduct themselves in the 
household of God, because it is the church of the living God,  

the support and bulwark of the truth.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
What does young Timothy need to do in order to grow and pastor the church(es) at Ephesus? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Timothy’s role as pastor in Ephesus involves maintaining a proper focus on the things 
required for propagating the Gospel (which included following Paul’s guidance). 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to a young pastor named Timothy, sought to define what exactly the 
responsibilities of a Christian pastor is in reference to proper worship an understanding 
for the warfare for an against the Gospel message, all the while instructing the people at 
Ephesus on the proper focus on how to live out their faith through works for widows, by 

respecting the elderly and submitting to authority figures.   
 

Timothy, having been with Paul for about 20 years on several missionary journeys, was 
somewhat familiar with the pasturing position from watching PaulÕs ministry.  However, as the 
context of 1st Timothy clearly points out, life is different when Timothy was in the position of 
authority over the church(es).  PaulÕs pointers on how to run the congregation focus on how to 

grow this congregation in a manner that is healthy, discovering the potential for growth and 
building that leadership through guidance and example. 

 
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Word of Encouragement 1 TimothyÕs Commendation 

ChurchÕs Worship 2-3 Prayer / Order / Leadership 

ChurchÕs Warfare 4 Opposition / Preparation 

ChurchÕs Widows 5:1-16 Older Widows / Younger Widows 

ChurchÕs Witness 5:17-6:2 Respecting Elders & Employers 

ChurchÕs Wisdom 6:3-21 Contentment / Commitment / Consistency 
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 2nd Timothy 
“Paul’s Last Will & Testament” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)      DATE: ~ 67 A.D. 
                                              (During 2nd Roman imprisonment) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Timothy 

 
KEY VERSE:  2 Timothy 2:2 (NET) 

“…entrust what you heard me say in the presence of many others as witnesses  
to faithful people who will be competent to teach others as well.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

In Paul’s absence, what legacy does Timothy need to carry on? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
With Paul’s impending death, Timothy is charged with focusing on the things he had been 

told by the apostles, and propagating that faith in a way that it carries forward. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
Paul, likely writing his final words to Timothy, sought to define further what exactly the 

responsibilities of a Christian pastor is in light of propagating the faith from generation to 
generation by establishing Timothy’s credibility through the apostles, encouraging him to 
stay with the fight, commissioning him through solid examples, challenging him with the 

realities of the faith, and charging Timothy with the authority God called Paul to do.   
 
Timothy, after having received and worked on those things Paul discussed in his first epistle to 
Timothy, likely received PaulÕs wisdom with open arms and worked hard to propagate PaulÕs 
wisdom as TimothyÕs apparent submission in the text shows that he felt Paul was an actual 

apostle for God.  With Nero, the Roman emperor, becoming more sadistic toward the Christian 
world, Paul likely wrote this letter after having being sentenced for treason against Rome or 

likely was aware of the impending charges against him.  In any case, the sense of urgency greatly 
affected PaulÕs sympathy and urgency to encourage Timothy to carry on in the faith.  With the 

message likely being propagated so well in the city of Ephesus, Timothy likely had seen a lot of 
converts to Christianity, and PaulÕs commissioning for Timothy was likely received in full affect. 

 
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
TimothyÕs Credibility 1 Faith / Gift(s) / Education 

Pastoral Parenthesis 1:15-18 ÒÉ you will carry onÉ Ó 

TimothyÕs Commission 2 Ingredients / Illustrations / Implications 

TimothyÕs Challenge 3:1-13 Attitudes / False Teachers / Persecution 

TimothyÕs Charge 3:14-24 Word, Will & Warranty of God 
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Titus 
“The Pastor - Teacher” 

 
AUTHOR:  Paul (once Saul the Pharisee)      DATE: ~ 63-65 A.D. 
                  (Between 1st & 2nd Roman imprisonment – before 1st Timothy) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Titus and the Cretans  (The Cretans church was not established by Paul but likely 
                                                                                               through Cretan converts from the Pentacost experience) 
 

KEY VERSE:  Titus 2:11-13 (NET) 
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people.  It trains us to reject 
godless ways and worldly desires and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, as we wait for the happy fulfillment of our hope in the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

What does Titus need to do in order to grow and pastor the church(es) on the island of Crete? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
Titus’s role as pastor on the island of Crete involves maintaining a proper focus on the 
things required for propagating the Gospel (which included following Paul’s guidance). 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Paul, writing to a young pastor named Titus, sought to define what exactly the 
responsibilities of a Christian pastor is in reference to proper a understanding of his 

assignment and its challenges in Crete, while using the congregation as an actual medium 
for growth itself through generational wisdom and individual attitude adjustment, 

including the major importance of submission (to elders, employers, slave-owners, etc.), as 
a distinct example of service to others and propagation of the faith through example.  

 
Titus, having been with Paul for on several missionary journeys, was somewhat familiar with the 

pasturing position from watching PaulÕs ministry.  As noticed contextually, Titus was likely 
more outgoing than Timothy, and likely not as timid.  Regardless, Paul still had some advice for 

Titus on how to grow and use this congregation of ÒÉ liars, evil beasts, and lazy gluttonsÉ Ó 
(Titus 1:12 Ð NET) on the island of Crete. Titus had quite the road ahead of him working there. 

 
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
TitusÕ Assignment 1:1-9 Establish Order / Appoint Elders 

Assessment of the Challenge 1:10-16 - 

Admonition for Titus 2:1-10 Teach Proper Generational Use / Bond-Slaves Submission 

Assurance for Titus 2:11-15 - 

Attitude of the Congregation 3 Submission / Grace / Harmony 
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General Epistles 
Hebrews  “A ‘Better’ Way” 
1st Peter  “Submission in Suffering: 
    Trials as a Result of the People” 
2nd Peter  “Growing in Grace” 
1st John  “Intimacy with the Father” 
2nd John  “Beware of Deceivers” 
3rd John  “Truth & Hospitality” 
Jude  “Contend for the Faith” 

 
Similarities Between 2nd Peter & Jude 

 
Explanation: These letters known as ÒGeneral EpistlesÓ were those other letters written by 
others leaders of that timeframe to either individuals or church communities, some of which I 
believe were written after the temple fell in 70 AD, which then Emperor Nero started the 
Christian persecution.  This also includes the existing persecution of the Christians from the 
Jewish leadership (see the stoning of Stephen in Acts 6-7, and Saul/PaulÕs presence there).   
 
Though these letters seem to focus on singular issues at that timeframe, itÕs significant to note 
the value of each working together in light of the context of the whole picture, leading to an idea 
of the kinds of problems each of the pastors were desperately trying to deal within the individual 
congregations, yet on a more global level.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Brief Synopsis of the New Testament                                                                                                                                              by: Nick Gray 

35 

Hebrews 
“A ‘Better’ Way” 

 
AUTHOR:  Unknown (likely Barnabus)             DATE: Unknown (likely ~ 70 A.D.) 
                                                  (Before the destruction of the temple) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Unknown (likely saved Jewish believers) 

 
KEY VERSE:  Hebrews 10:12-14 (NET) 

“…but when this Priest had offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, He sat down at the right 
hand of God, where He is now waiting until His enemies are made a footstool for His feet.  

 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are made holy.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
What is the Hebrews writer saying about the believer’s beliefs and responsibilities? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

The Hebrews writer is stating the importance of the role of Christ in the events of the 
world, while confronting the saved Jews, and stating their responsibilities with that Truth. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

The author of Hebrews, likely speaking to an audience of saved Jewish believers, states (at 
length) the importance of the role of Jesus Christ over all the all created things, all the 

partriarchs and all the rules made by man, including His fulfillment of all the old 
covenants contained within the Old Testament text including His role as the only satisifying 
propitiation above all sacrifices offered up to God, while attempting to blatantly confront 
this Jewish audience on the importance of living without sin in light of Christ’s sacrifice 

while highlighting their responsibilities as believers having access to this knowledge.   
 
Though the author of Hebrews is technically unknown, Barnabus, from the tribe of the Levitical 
priesthood, most likely fits this authorÕs knowledge of the very complicated topics discussed in 
the epistle to the Hebrews.  Though the date of completion is also hotly debated, the most likely 
answer is prior to the templeÕs destruction in 70 A.D., as all of the mentions talked about current 

sacrifices being offered, not the destruction of the temple. 
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Superiority of Christ 1:1-10:18 Over Prophets, Angels, Moses, Joshua, Aaron,  

Levitical Priesthood, Old Testament Covenant,  
any Ordinances and all other Sacrifices 

Confrontive Parenthesis 5:11-6:20 Not mature / ÒmilkÓ-drinkers instead of ÒmeatÓ-eaters 

BelieverÕs Responsibility 10:19-13:25 Commitment / Not Sinning / Faithfulness / Holiness / Service  

Confrontive Parenthesis 10:26-39 Willful sin spits on Sacrifice of Christ, Holy Spirit & God 
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1st Peter 
“Submission in Suffering: Trials as a Result of the People” 

 
AUTHOR:  Cephas (Peter) the Apostle                            DATE: ~ 63-65 A.D. 
                                                         (Written about the time Emperor Nero became hostile toward Christians) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Saved Jews in Asia Minor (Eastern) (likely where Paul wanted to go - Acts 16:6) 

 
KEY VERSE:  1 Peter 2:21 (NET) 

“…for to this you were called, since Christ also suffered for you,  
leaving an example for you to follow in his steps.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

How does suffering and submission play into the roles and responsibilities of believers? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
A proper prespective of suffering & submission are necessary aspects of believer’s growth 

in maturity in their walk with Christ. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
Peter, speaking to the believers in eastern Asia Minor, speaks of the importance of a proper 

perspective evolving around the suffering they are likely enduring or will endure for the 
faith, while painting an accurate portrayal of the roles and responsibilities of several 

different types of believers in light of their submission to the authorities and to one another. 
 

At the time this epistle was written, the ChristÕs body of believers were undergoing intense 
persecution by the Emperor Nero, which likely accounted for the topic of suffering in light of a 
ChristianÕs walk.  This region of interest was likely the area Paul was forbid from going into in 
Acts 16:6, as evidenced in how PeterÕs ministry likely envolved most or all of this region of the 
ÒknownÓ world.  Just exactly who established these churches in eastern Asia Minor is not quite 

known as some believe Peter and his wife (ref: 1 Corin 9) established these churches, while 
others claim that the new converts from the time of Pentacost (Acts 2) were a factor in the 

creation of these churches.   Suffering is a huge topic in the proper understanding of the Christian 
faith as evidenced by the Old Testament book of Job to which Job was tested by satan through 
the will of God.  JobÕs faith in God is what pulled him through with the proper understanding 

about life despite the negative audiences around him telling him to denounce God. 
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Reality of Suffering 1 Assurance of Salvation / Explanation of Suffering 

Representatives of Suffering 2:1-3:22 Position & Submission before God and His people 

Results of Submission/Suffering 4 Personal Purity vs. Corporate Purity & Unity 

Rewards for Submission/Suffering 5 Faithful Pastors & People / Proper Views of Suffering 
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2nd Peter 
“Growing in Grace” 

 
AUTHOR:  Cephas (Peter) the Apostle                            DATE: ~ 67 A.D. 
                                                         (Written about the time Emperor Nero became hostile toward Christians) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Saved Jews in Asia Minor (Eastern) (likely where Paul wanted to go - Acts 16:6) 

 
KEY VERSE:  2 Peter 3:18 (NET) 

“…grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
To Him be the honor both now and on that eternal day.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

How does a believer grow in their understanding of what real Grace is? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
A proper view of Grace can only be obtained from the words God has provided, not by 

“cleverely concocted fables” devised by men, which requires obedience in accomplishment. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
Peter, speaking to the believers in eastern Asia Minor, speaks of the importance of a proper 
view and implied application through the understanding of God’s Grace, which can only be 

obtained from men that God for-ordained which all of them show the precise consensus 
about what God’s grace is, not “cleverly concocted fables” (ref: 2 Peter 1:16) which are 

non-corroborating evidences devised by men wishing to pervert the Word of God.  
 

PeterÕs insight in 2 Peter 1:16-21 stand alone as a distinct understanding why we can trust the 
Bible as GodÕs word as it proves the words of the Old Testament which was available in their 
day (vs. 19), ChristÕs role as GodÕs Son (vs. 17), JohnÕs portion in the view of Jesus ChristÕs 

transfiguration and discipleship through Jesus Chrsit (who wrote the Gospel of John, 1-3 John), 
and the words of himself and the apostles (vs. 16-18).  This statement implies more than meets 
the eye, as Peter later claims that PaulÕs writings are considered Scripture (vs. 3:15-16 - which 

includes a majority of the New Testament).  With that, Paul in Galatians 2:9 claims the 
apostleship of Peter, James and John as the Òpillars of the churchÓ.  All of this corroborating 

evidence with PeterÕs one statement puts all these other puzzle pieces together to paint an 
accurate portrayal of exactly why the New Testament was canonized in the form that it was as all 

these witnesses agreed and confirmed each otherÕs status as men led by the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Prescription for God-likeness 1:1-4 God Provides / BelieverÕs Participation / ApostleÕs Purpose 

Those Preventing God-likeness 2:1-3:7 False Teachers & Prophets / Scoffers & Skeptics 

Persistence in God-likeness 3:8-18 GodÕs Character, Plan & Pleasure 
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1st John 
“Intimacy with the Father” 

 
AUTHOR:  John (the beloved disciple)                 DATE: ~ 90-95 A.D. 
                                                                                                  (Written at near end of the Apostolitic Age) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Believers still alive (ÒSaints at largeÓ)  

 
KEY VERSE:  1 John 1:7 (NET) 

“…but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

What is fellowship in light of intimacy with the Father? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
Fellowship with God is attained from a proper view of God’s Light (i.e. Word) through 

fellowship with others who have a proper understanding of God’s Light. 
 

BIG IDEA: 
John, writing to the “little children” or the believers younger than him, addresses many 

issues associated with a proper understanding of what fellowship with God’s Light is, and 
how it can be attained through a proper view and application of His wisdom and light, 
while maintaining fellowship with other believers who maintain that same solid stance 

about Christ and to whom they example that in their own lives which they have lived as 
proven witnesses for God’s Light.  

 
Though itÕs not evidently clear in his first epistle, John is attempting to deal with a variant sect of 
Christianity called Gnosticism that claims a whole slew of bunk stuff about Christ.  Ultimately, 
Gnosticism holds that itÕs the ÒknowledgeÓ (Greek Òepi-gnosisÓ) that brings about the salvation 

of believers.  John offers a word of caution because though the knowledge of Jesus ChristÕs 
sacrifice brings us to light of what salvation is, itÕs Christ sacrifice that saves, not the knowledge 

of that sacrifice.  John boldly confronts false teachers who are teaching one thing, and living 
another life.  John very bold states, “The one who says ‘I have come to know God’ and yet does 
not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in such a person.” (1 John 2:4 - NET) 

 
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Conditions of Fellowship 1-2:14 Walking Light / Confession / Obedience / Love for Another 

Cautions to Fellowship 2:15-27 Love of the World / antichrist 

Characteristics of Fellowship 2:28-5:3 Purity / Righteousness / Love in Deed & Truth /  
Testing Spirits / Love as Christ loved 

Consequences of Fellowship 5:4-21 Victory / Salvation Assurance / Prayer Guidance / Freedom  
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2nd John 
“Beware of Deceivers” 

 
AUTHOR:  John (the beloved disciple)                 DATE: ~ 90-95 A.D. 
                                                                                                  (Written at near end of the Apostolitic Age) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Christian Woman/Mother (in Ephesus)  

 
KEY VERSE:  2 John 7 (NET) 

“…for many deceivers have gone out into the world,  
people who do not confess Jesus as Christ coming in the flesh.  

This person is the deceiver and the antichrist!” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
What should the Christian woman/mother be aware of based on John’s assessment? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

This Christian woman needs to be aware of the importance of walking in Truth and love, 
while being aware of the danger of false teachers and how to avoid them. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

John, writing to a concerned Christian woman, mother and elder, tries to encourage her in 
the importance of walking in Truth and love, while at the same time being diligent in 

keeping her eyes open for false teachers who pervert the Truth for their own gain, while at 
the same time giving her pointers on how to avoid such characters in light of her situation.  

 
Though relatively short, this concise letter accurately portrays JohnÕs concern for this mother, 
woman and elder.  Be it that JohnÕs 1st epistle or his Gospel may have come across her path, 
JohnÕs response may be in light of a prompting on her part in concern for her family or the 

church body within the area of Ephesus.  The short length of this epistle may have been because 
of lack of funds, as parchment, animal skins or other writing materials were rather rare and 

expensive during that time frame.  Not to mention John likely had to have someone deliver the 
letter from the island of Patmos on which he was ÒstationedÓ, which likely also cost a portion of 

funds.  ItÕs really important to note how diplomatic (yet bold) he was in his concern for this 
believer: ÒEveryone who goes on ahead and does not remain in the teaching of Christ does not 

have God...if anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your 
house and do not give him any greeting, because the person who gives him a greeting shares in 
his evil deeds.” (vs. 9-11 – NET).  John is adamantly concerned about her familyÕs vulnerability. 

 
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Abide in GodÕs Commandments 1-6 Greetings / Walk in Truth & Love 

Abide Not w/ False Teachers 7-13 Doctrine of False Teachers / Avoid False Teachers 
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3rd John 
“Truth & Hospitality” 

 
AUTHOR:  John (the beloved disciple)                 DATE: ~ 90-95 A.D. 
                                                                                                  (Written at near end of the Apostolitic Age) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Gaius (Christian friend in Ephesus)  

 
KEY VERSE:  3 John 4 (NET) 

“I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children are living according to the truth.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
What does it mean to display Truth and hospitality in light of real human examples? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Gaius and Demetrius are clearly displayed as men living in the Truth,  
whereas Diotrephes’ life clearly shows the life of a man stumbling over his own pride. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

John, writing to a concerned elder named Gaius, tries to encourage him through 
commending both his works and the works of Demetrius who have been shown through 

their works and praise from the community that they are living in Truth and in hospitality, 
which is in stark contrast to the life of Diotrephes who clearly showed a man stumbling 

over his own pride to which John mentioned that he would come and deal with personally. 
 

Though relatively short, this concise letter accurately portrays JohnÕs concern for Gaius and his 
church in Ephesus.  Be it that JohnÕs 1st or 2nd epistle or his Gospel may have come across GaiusÕ 

path, JohnÕs response may be in light of a prompting on GaiusÕ part in concern for the church 
body within the area of Ephesus.  The short length of this epistle may have been because of lack 
of funds, as parchment, animal skins or other writing materials were rather rare and expensive 
during that time frame.  Not to mention John likely had to have someone deliver the letter from 
the island of Patmos on which he was ÒstationedÓ, which likely also cost a portion of funds.  ItÕs 

really important to note how bold and willing John was to call out two men that were doing 
excellent jobs within the community for the sake of the Gospel, while at the same time he was 

willing to call out the one that was distinctly causing problems within the community.   Note also 
that John had no intention of just calling out a prideful, false teacher, Diotrephes, without being 

willing to confront the trouble-maker personally and publicly as he stated he would. 
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
GaiusÕ Commendation 1-8 Salutation / God-likeness / Generosity 

Diotrephes Condemnation 9-14 DiotrephesÕ Pride 

DemetriusÕ Commendation 12 All Testify for Demetrius 
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Jude 
“Contend for the Faith” 

 
AUTHOR:  Jude (the brother of James & Jesus)              DATE: ~ 65-80 A.D.  
 
AUDIENCE:  Unidentified (likely a similar audience to the one asking questions in 2nd Peter)  

 
KEY VERSE:  Jude 3 (NET) 

“Dear friends, although I have been eager to write to you about our common salvation, I now 
feel compelled instead to write to encourage you to contend earnestly for the faith  

that was once (and) for all entrusted to the saints.” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

SUBJECT: 
How does one contend for the faith in light of the past and present circumstances? 

 
COMPLEMENT(S): 

Through a proper understanding of past & present Truth does one recognize how to come 
prepared to the fight and deal with false teachers who attempt to lead astray the saints. 

 
BIG IDEA: 

Jude, writing to an unknown audience, contends for the faith by dealing with arguments 
very similar in nature to what Peter was dealing with in 2nd Peter, though Jude points out 
that only through a proper understanding of the Truth in the past and present age can his 
audience recognize how to deal with false teachers who attempt to lead astray saints, and 
he shows them how come to fight a prepared battle with a very real enemy, all the while 

beautifully proclaiming the name of Christ at the beginning and end of his epistle. 
 

This epistle was likely written after 2nd Peter as Peter talks about coming prophets, and Jude talks 
about prophets that have come.  In dealing with these men, JudeÕs comments strike hard at the 

heart of the believer, “For certain men have secretly slipped in among you – men who long ago 
were marked out for the condemnation I am about to describe – ungodly men who have turned 

the grace of our God into a license for evil and who deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ.” (vs. 4)  Additionally, Jude makes one very revealing statement about the deity of Christ, 
“Now I desire to remind you (even though you have been fully informed of these facts once for 
all) that Jesus, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, later destroyed those who did 
not believe.” (Vs. 5) Careful observation in this passage shows that Jude is revealing what Paul 
talks about in Colossians (vs. 1:15-16) to which Christ was around a long time before His birth. 

 
 

Over-Arching Theme 
 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Agenda 3a-11 Original Intent / Immediate Concern / Past History / Present Events 

Admonition 12-23 Recognition of Enemy / Readiness for Battle 

Huge Send Off 24-25 (Remember, Jesus’ brothers once mocked Him - John 1:1-9) 
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Similarities Between 2nd Peter & Jude 
 

Similarity Relevance 
Godless men who ÒdenyÓ the Soverign Lord Same word ÒdenyÓ was used in both epistles 

Angels held in darkness for judgment Jude goes farther with this comment than Peter 
--- “They abused grace” 
------ This is a possible reference to “those angels who 
materialized in human form who ‘intermixed with 
daughters of men’” (Dr. Drullinger) 
-------- The Hebrew term “Sons of God” is rarely used 
throughout the Old Testament, oddly showing up only 
once in Genesis 6:2, but showing up on three separate 
occasions in Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7.  All of the references in 
Job reference “angelic beings”, which implies that the 
Genesis 6:2 passage is also referencing this term. 

Sodom & Gomorrah burned to ashes  
These men arrogantly slander celestial beings ÒCelestial BeingsÓ likely angels 

--- Both refer to the “Archangel Michael” 
Michael did not bring a slanderous accusation - 

These blasphemers are like brute beasts - 
They have followed the way of Balaam - 
Clouds w/o rain, driven by the storm - 

Blackest darkness is reserved for them - 
They lust, boast & flatter - 

The apostles of our Lord foretold (them) - 
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The Book of Revelation  “Things to Come” 
 
 

Explanation: Revelation, the last book of the Bible (Old and New Testaments Ð see Revelation 
22:18-19), is said to contain those accounts of the things to come.  I feel, personally, that the end 
of Revelation very clearly presents the end of any additions to the Bible, changing from the 
inspiration period of the Holy Spirit in creating sections of the Bible, to the illumination period 
where the Holy Spirit gives guidance on how it must be interpreted. 
 
Coincidentally, Revelation 22:18-19 states to justify why the Gospels of Thomas and Judas were 
not led by the Holy Spirit having been written between 100-200 AD, whereas the book of 
Revelation being finished around 95 AD. 
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Revelation 
 “Things to Come” 

 
AUTHOR:  John (the beloved disciple)                 DATE: ~ Late 95 A.D. 
                                                                                                  (Written at near end of the Apostolitic Age) 
 
AUDIENCE:  7 Churches of Asia Minor & All Mankind to Come 

(Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, & Laodicea - Vs. 1:11) 
 

KEY VERSE:  Revelation 1:19 (NET) 
“…therefore (John), write what you saw, what is, and what will be after these things.” 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
SUBJECT: 

What do we need to know about God’s future plans (after the Bible was canonized)? 
 

COMPLEMENT(S): 
The vision given to John was intended to give mankind the most relevant information 

regarding the end times (or the times after the Bible was canonized). 
 

BIG IDEA: 
John, writing specifically to the seven churches of Asia Minor, but shifting gears partially 
through his vision to all of mankind to come (believers and unbelievers), shares the vision 

given to him by God regarding the revelation of Jesus Christ and the most revelant 
information about God’s future plans of end times coming after the Bible was canonized.     

 
Though the first part of this epistle appears to be an encouragement for the character attributes of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, this epistle specifically encourages and warns the 7 churches of Asia 
Minor (Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, & Laodicea - Vs. 1:11 Ð 
NET) to shape up.  After Vs. 3:22, though, the context of the letter changes entirely, shifting 

gears to deal with a whole slew of things to happen in the end times.  Ironically, the Old 
Testament end-time, forward-looking books of Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, etc., all make glancing 

references to the end times with no clear reference to their exact meaning.  However, a majority 
of these revealed prophecies were made clear after this revelation.  Note, that even though a lot 

of information was revealed, the exact 2nd coming of Christ was not (ref: Matt 24:35-26).      
 

 
Over-Arching Theme 

 

 
Chapters 

 
Topics of Discussion 

 
Things which you have seenÉ  1:1-20 The Lord Jesus Christ 

ÒThings which areÉ Ó 2:1-3:22 The Good & Bad of the 7 Churches 
The Judge 4:1 – 5:14 

The Tribulation 6:1 – 19:6 
The 2nd Coming 19:7 – 21  
The Millenium 20:1 – 15 

ÒThings which will take placeÉ Ó 4:21-22:21 

The Eternal State 21:1 – 22:21 
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